
This list includes 100 challenging middle school words. If you learn the spellings and meanings of these 
words, you will be well prepared for your classroom bee. If you would like to be well prepared for a 

school spelling bee, ask your teacher for the 450-word School Spelling Bee Study List, which includes 
the words listed here in addition to the words at the One Bee and Two Bee levels of difficulty.

*chiefly British spelling
**preferred spelling

DIFFICULTY LEVEL: THREE BEE
2019-2020 School Spelling Bee Study List

lacrosse
McIntosh

ignoble
diaphoresis

kurta
Hyperion

Geiger
thermohaline

gannet
palladium

brevet
pamphlet

palindrome
visite

satsuma
stirrups

Connemara
abundance

calamitous
dropsonde

proclamation
hokum

colossal
coltan

squadron
marinate

anagrams
verandas
OR verandahs

Himalayan
aspersions
culminate

helium
steeplechasing

Teflon
bantam

apprentice
reluctant
heritage

sojourner
derogatory

palsy
Lascaux

synesthesia
OR synaesthesia

nefarious
halogens
gallium

smelters
hymnal
tartaric

bindi
Haitian
divan

badminton
bayonet

currycomb
haughty
hesitate

opportunity
Apollo

accordance
atmospheric

levees
precariously

proportionate
suffused

accelerates
coincidence
prestigious
emphatic

contaminated

Madagascar
exposure

parachuted
periodically

intriguing
absorptive

incomprehensible
Merrimack

Sinai
asparagus

solace
argyria
guanine

xylyl
therapeutic
tumultuous

commodore
playwright

senile
laryngitis
proximo

**guerrilla
OR guerilla

Giza
fixity

jodhpurs
hydrargyrum

carborane
denouncement

Columbia
misdemeanor

OR 
*misdemeanour




